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MARC S. RASPANTI ’84 was the featured
speaker at the American Health Lawyers
Association’s Healthcare Liability and
Litigation and Labor and Employment
Joint Practice Groups annual luncheon 
in June 2011. 

ERIC P. ROTHBERG ’84 presented an
educational seminar in June 2011 for
injured workers. The program reviewed
the Workers’ Compensation Act and how it
affects an injured worker already receiving
benefits. Rothberg limits his practice to
representation of injured workers at
Rothberg & Federman in Bensalem, PA.

SUSAN M. ERLICHMAN ’86, executive director of the
Maryland Legal Services Corporation, has been appointed
to the American Bar Association’s Interest on Lawyers’
Trust Accounts Commission. 

RidgeWorth Investments announced that
JOSEPH M. O’DONNELL ’86 was appointed
managing director of the Atlanta, GA firm.
In addition, he was elected by the Board
of Trustees of RidgeWorth Funds as
executive vice president and chief
compliance officer. O’Donnell previously
served as RidgeWorth Fund’s chief compliance officer.

Solo practitioner KENNETH H. RYESKY ’86
teaches at Queens College CUNY and was
a panelist at a continuing professional
education seminar, “How to Keep Tax-
Exempt Organizations in Compliance.” 

LORI K. SHEMTOB ’87 spoke to the
Philadelphia Society of Clinical
Psychologists regarding recent changes in the custody
statute. Shemtob, of Shemtob Law, is former chair of the
family law section of the Montgomery Bar Association, and
currently serves on the Council of the Pennsylvania Bar
Association’s family law section and the Montgomery Bar
Association’s judiciary committee. 

NANCY WINKLER ’87, of Eisenberg
Rothweiler Winkler Eisenberg & Jeck, has
been elected vice president of the
Philadelphia Trial Lawyers Association and
will be president next year. Winkler also
recently spoke at the Pennsylvania
Association for Justice seminar, “Historic
Changes: New Joint and Several Liability Laws.”

STUART M. BROWN ’88 has been selected to act as
managing partner of DLA Piper’s new Wilmington, DE
office. 

ROBERT M. CAPLAN ’88 recently joined White and Williams
as an associate in the firm’s subrogation practice group. He
practices exclusively in the field of insurance subrogation.
He will reside in the firm’s Philadelphia office. 

OTTO O. MEYERS III ’88 was recently
named Corporate Executive of the Year by
the Houston Chapter of the National Black
MBA Association. He also received a
Congressional Citation from
Congresswoman Shelia Jackson Lee.
Meyers is in-house counsel with Shell Oil,
where he is the general manager of North America 
Fuels Operations Support. He recently completed a term 
as an international trade adviser to the U.S. Department 
of Commerce.

DIANA BOYAR ’89 was recently sworn in as a judge in the
Criminal Court of the City of New York. Prior to becoming 
a judge, she worked at Bronx Defender Services.

WOMEN’S WORLD CUP
FINALISTS REPRESENTED BY
JOHN LANGEL ’74

JULY 17, 2011 When the U.S.
women’s national soccer team met
Japan in the final round of the World
Cup in Frankfurt, Germany, Ballard
Spahr partner John Langel ’74 was in
the stands. He was there not only as
a fan, but as the team’s lawyer.
Langel, who chairs Ballard Spahr’s
labor and employment practice, has
represented athletes for years,

including 76ers coach Doug Collins and former Eagles
quarterback Ron Jaworski.

Langel took on the women’s soccer team in 1998, one
year before Mia Hamm and Julie Foudy’s team captured
the World Cup. Although this summer’s final match ended
in a heartbreaking loss to Japan decided by penalty kicks,
Langel remains an ardent fan and advocate. 

When the women selected Langel to represent them,
the team had a contract with U.S. Soccer and the players
felt they were not receiving benefits equal to the U.S.
men’s team, such as quality hotels and travel accommo-
dations and additional staff like a massage therapist,
equipment managers and trainers. In late 1998, Langel
helped settle those issues with U.S. Soccer. He has
negotiated two employment contracts with U.S. Soccer, 
the latest of which expires at the end of 2012. He also
negotiated their participation in two professional soccer
leagues, the latest being Women’s Professional Soccer that
includes the Philadelphia Independence. 

PRESIDENT OF WOMEN’S
LAW GROUP CITES 
‘PLATEAU’ IN GAINS 

JULY 2011 Heather Giordanella ’98,
counsel at Drinker Biddle & Reath 
in Philadelphia, was sworn in as
president of the National Association
of Women Lawyers (NAWL). In her
acceptance speech, she quoted
statistics showing that some of
women’s gains in the law have
leveled off. In the decade that NAWL
has been surveying the profession,

women continue to constitute about 15 percent of equity
partners in firms and make about 85 percent of what their
male counterparts earn. 

Since its founding in 1899, NAWL has been involved in
many of the critical campaigns for the advancement of
women in and out of the legal sector. The organization
supported suffrage, helped women lawyers earn the ability
to work independently, advocated for the first female U.S.
Supreme Court justice and helped women have more of 
an equal footing in the military. But when it comes to
professional endeavors of female lawyers, that collective
success has hit a plateau.

Giordanella, who practices in the areas of commercial
litigation and employment law, said, “What’s frustrating for
me is that we’ve plateaued. What is the cause of the
plateau? Why can’t we get over that hurdle?”

A few years ago, NAWL challenged all sectors of the
legal profession to get the number of women in their
organizations to 30 percent by 2015.

“We need to continue to advocate for women to be 
in leadership positions in law firms,” says Giordanella,
“because giving women those opportunities definitely 
helps overall in the retention and promotion of women.”

JUNE 8, 2011 Murray Shusterman
’36 was feted at the biannual
meeting of the Law Foundation, as
he stepped down after leading the
organization since 1992. He is
succeeded as president of the law
school’s major fund-raising
organization by Grant Rawdin ’87. 

Rawdin has long been an
active and supportive alumnus
who joined the Law Foundation
Board of Directors in 2008. He is

well-prepared and eager to take over the helm. “I am
honored to follow in the esteemed footsteps of Murray
Shusterman. The foundation has an important purpose
and, with continued alumni support, will help keep the law
school in the forefront of legal education. I look forward to
working with Dean Epps, her colleagues and the members
of the Foundation in our exciting visions for the future.”

Rawdin is president and CEO of Wescott Financial
Advisory Group LLC. He founded the firm in 1987 
together with the law firm of Duane Morris. In addition to
being an attorney, Rawdin is an accountant and a 
certified financial planner who has been named annually
by Barron’s Magazine as one of the nation’s “Top 100
Financial Advisors.”

The departing president, a senior counsel at Fox
Rothschild in Philadelphia, has long been known for his
commitment—and generosity—to the law school. In 1997,
Shusterman Hall was named in recognition of a $1 million
gift that supported the renovation of the law school’s

conference hall. Shusterman has also shared his legal
expertise with Temple Law students by teaching corporate
and real estate law as an adjunct professor for 32 years.
He continues to sit on the law school’s Board of Visitors
and is an Honorary Life Trustee of Temple University.
Before joining Fox Rothschild, he was a deputy city solicitor
in Philadelphia and counsel for the Commission on Human
Relations and for City Council, and also served as vice
president for the City Board of Health.

THE LAW FOUNDATION
The Temple University Law Foundation was formed in
1959 to consolidate and bolster the school’s fundraising
efforts. Shusterman helped found the leadership group
along with other distinguished alumni including Judge
Charles Klein ’21, Samuel Lander ’31, and Judge Ethan
Allen Doty ’31. The founders envisioned a body that would
assist law students through scholarships and financial aid,
provide funds for legal research, improve the operation of
legal services, attract outstanding scholars to the faculty
and support distinguished guest lecturers.

Years of dedication and diligent fundraising by the Law
Foundation increased the school’s endowment enormously.
Income from this fund is distributed annually for such
things as student scholarships, loan forgiveness for
students working in public interest, and research grants for
professors. The law school’s physical plant has grown to
include two new buildings, Shusterman Hall Conference
Center and Barrack Hall in addition to Klein Hall. Today,
the full-time faculty totals over 70, and the school now
offers four LL.M. degrees in Philadelphia and one in China. 

New Leadership in Place 
for Law Foundation

Grant Rawdin ’87 is new president, Murray Shusterman ’36 steps down after 19 years of service 

GRANT RAWDIN ’87
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PETER DUTZ MANDA ’89 received a Masters in Public
Administration and Politics from the Bloustein School at
Rutgers in 2010 and a Certificate of Study in Law from the
University of Pennsylvania Law School in May 2011. Now
he is pursuing studies in public administration and public
finance through the Fels Institute of the University of
Pennsylvania.

1990s
KATHLEEN DELANEY ’90 was sworn in as a New Jersey
Superior Court judge in July 2011 after working as an
assistant prosecutor for Camden County, NJ for the past
twenty years. 

Family law attorney DAVID J. DRAGANOSKY ’90 authored a
chapter entitled “Effectuating the Distribution Agreement/
Award” in Slicing Up the Pie: Property Distribution in
Pennsylvania, published by the Pennsylvania Bar Institute
in 2010. Draganosky is a partner of Shemtob Law, located
in Blue Bell, PA.

MARK W. SHEM ’90 was recently elected to represent
District 6 (encompassing Santa Clara County) to the
California State Bar Board of Governors for a three-year
term. Shem is a partner in the San Jose, CA office of
Borton, Petrini.  

In June, HARRY SOKHI ’93 was promoted to assistant
general counsel of Nationwide Insurance, where he has
been since 2002.

The intellectual property firm Volpe and Koenig
announced that LINA GENOVESI ’94 has joined the firm’s
Princeton, NJ office as of counsel. Prior to joining Volpe
and Koenig, Genovesi was a senior attorney with an
international law firm and director of legal affairs at 
Keryx Biopharmaceuticals. 

JEFFREY T. MCGUIRE ’94, of Caldwell & Kearns in
Harrisburg, PA is now certified in both arbitration 
and mediation. 

In June 2011, REID I. HOWELL ’96 joined
Rawle & Henderson’s Philadelphia office
as an associate. He will concentrate his
practice in the areas of casualty and
premises liability litigation. 

Litigator JANELLE E. FULTON ’97 has joined
the law firm of Rubin, Fortunato &
Harbison as a shareholder. Fulton was
most recently of counsel with the West
Chester, PA firm of Lamb McErlane.

KEITH A. WALTER, JR. ’98 is a new partner
at Connolly Bove Lodge & Hutz in
Wilmington, DE, where he practices in 
the firm’s intellectual property group. 

INEZ M. MARKOVICH ’99, a partner at
Deeb, Petrakis, Blum & Murphy, is a 
co-founder and member of the board of
directors of the Russian-Speaking
Professionals Network of Greater
Philadelphia, and is a member of the
Turnaround Management Association 
and the Forum of Executive Women. 

2000s
Shortly after legislation establishing same-sex marriage 
was passed in New York State, ALPHONSO B. DAVID ’00
participated in a forum with Brian Ellner, a senior strategist
at Human Rights Campaign, the group which led the
successful campaign. David and Ellner provided a behind-
the-scenes look at the coalition-building strategies of
Governor Cuomo’s Administration and of the Human Rights
Campaign that resulted in the passage of the law in June
2011. David is a special advisor to the Commissioner for
New York State Division of Human Rights.
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Steven B. Silverman Class of 1957
Michael J. Stief Jr. Class of 1967
Albert W. Sheppard Jr. Class of 1968
Richard Furia Class of 1971
James M. L. Ferber Class of 1973
Howard Soffer Class of 1987
Sharon B. Ortzman Class of 1994

IN MEMORIAM

KASSEM LUCAS ’00 has been named partner in charge of
diversity at Pepper Hamilton, where his practice focuses on
commercial litigation.

JOAN V. METZLER ’00 has been promoted to director of
admissions at Quinnipiac University School of Law in
Hamden, CT. She has worked at Quinnipiac since 2007. 

TODD M. SAILER ’00 was elected partner at Begley Carlin 
& Mandio in Langhorne, PA. 

STEVEN B. WITTENBERG, J.D. ’01, LL.M.
’09, has joined the SEI Wealth Network in
Oaks, PA as the director of legacy
planning. 

In 2012, NIKKI JOHNSON-HUSTON ’04,
a tax attorney for the City of Philadelphia
Law Department, will be going to India for
four to six weeks as an Eisenhower Fellow.
The Eisenhower Fellowship program
selects eight to ten high-achieving mid-
career U.S. citizens or legal permanent
residents for an individually-designed
program in the country of their choice. In
India, Johnson-Huston plans to work with the homeless
and children living in poverty. 

KAREN M. SANCHEZ, J.D./M.B.A ’04 is now an associate in
the commercial, real estate and public finance group in 
the Philadelphia office of Thorp Reed & Armstrong.

ROYCE W. SMITH ’04, LL.M. ’08 of the personal injury law
firm Feldman Shepherd Wohlgelernter Tanner Weinstock &
Dodig has been re-elected minority caucus delegate to the
American Association for Justice. He is also an adjunct
professor of trial advocacy at Drexel University’s Earl Mack
School of Law. 

RICHARD L. FRANKEL ’05 has been named a partner at the
Cherry Hill, NJ firm of Bross & Group, where he oversees
the veterans disability benefits practice. Frankel joined
Bross & Group as an associate in 2006.

DARIO PACE ’06 is currently living in Bangkok, Thailand,
where he is spending three months
studying violence prevention, mediation, compromise
building and the philosophy of peace building at
Chulalongkorn University. Pace, a member of the
Philadelphia Police Department, was sponsored by a
Peace Fellowship Scholarship from Rotary International. 

MICHAEL P. ALFORD ’08 recently joined Begley Carlin, a
Bucks County, PA law firm, as an associate in the areas
of appellate and school law. Alford was previously a law
clerk to Judge Albert J. Cepparulo in the Bucks County
Court of Common Pleas. 

TEMPLE ESQ. welcomes news and photos of
our alumni/ae. Please include: Full name,
class, degree, and a way to reach you if we
need to confirm information.

Send to: Janet Goldwater
Temple Esq.
Temple University 
Beasley School of Law
1719 North Broad Street
Philadelphia, PA 19122

Email: janet.goldwater@temple.edu

SEND US 
YOUR NEWS!

In addition to keynote speaker Professor Kohn, the
following experts will be featured: 

• Eric Carlson, National Senior Citizens Law Center

• Kim Dayton, Center for Elder Justice and Policy, 
William Mitchell Law School

• Carolyn Dessin, University of Akron Law School 

• Larry Frolik, University of Pittsburgh Law School

• Alicia Kelly, Widener Law School

• Nancy J. Knauer, Temple Law School 

• Debra Kroll, Temple Elderly Law Project  

• Elizabeth Loewy, Elder Abuse Unit, New York County
District Attorney’s Office

SYMPOSIUM continued from back cover

• Michele Mathes, Center for Advocacy and the Rights 
and Interests of the Elderly

• Hilary Meyer, National Resource Center on LGBT Aging

• Daniel Redman, Del Martin Memorial LGBT Elder
Advocacy Initiative

• Lois Shepherd, University of Virginia Law School and
Center for Biomedical Ethics and Humanities

• Peggie R. Smith, Washington University in St Louis 

• Barbara A. Soniat, Catholic University Center for 
Global Aging

• Evelyn Tenenbaum, Albany Law School and Albany
Medical College

2010s
MARIAJOSÉ DELGADO ’10 has joined the Blue Bell, PA 
full service family law firm, Shemtob Law.

In October, MARY ARNOLD ’11 joins the Bronx County (NY)
District Attorney’s Office as an assistant district attorney.

JACOB GINSBURG ’11 is working for the consumer
protection firm of Kimmel & Silverman in Ambler, PA. He
will be doing financial/credit law, as well as representing
employees in employment discrimination cases.

LAURA E. HUGHES ’11 is an associate in Morgan Lewis’s
litigation practice. Hughes earned a master’s degree in
economics from Temple University concurrent with her 
law degree.

JEFFREY L. VAGLE ’11 has joined the Philadelphia office 
of Pepper Hamilton where he will practice commercial
litigation.

This month, KATRINA YOUNG ’11 begins a three-year
commitment as an assistant defender at the Defender
Association of Philadelphia, where she will represent
indigent criminal defendants at the trial level. 

To learn more about the symposium, go to www.law.temple.edu/aging
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JUNE 2011 An ambitious
group of Temple Law students
conceived of Students for
Students as a response to
what they describe as the
“school to prison pipeline,” in
which zero tolerance policies
push children out of school,
often for issues like wardrobe
or tardiness, depriving them of
the opportunities that access
to a basic education affords. 

Students for Students, 
led by Julia Melle ’13 and
Diane Akerman ’13, proposes
a three-pronged solution to
interrupt what they see as a
vicious cycle: direct advocacy
by representing students at
school disciplinary hearings 
(a right many families do 
not know they have);
empowerment through “know
your rights” materials and community education 
sessions; and organizing with a toolkit for other law
students seeking to create similar groups in Philadelphia
and across the country.

The initiative is one of three student projects 
nationally selected to receive funding from the ABA 
section of litigation’s annual Good Works Project. The
winning projects receive funding and support over the
following year. 

Students Win ABA Funding
Project aims to interrupt ‘school to prison pipeline’

Tuesday, October 4, 2011
PA SUPERIOR COURT SESSION 

Duane Morris LLP Moot Court Room, 9:30 am

Wednesday, October 5, 2011
DEAN’S ALUMNI RECEPTION

Washington, DC, 6-8 pm

Thursday, October 6, 2011
TLAA GOLF CLASSIC

Huntingdon Valley Country Club �
For more information visit
www.mytlawconnection.com/TLAAgolf
8 am-1:30 pm

Monday October 17, 2011
DEAN’S ALUMNI RECEPTION

New York City, 6-8 pm

Tuesday, October 18, 2011
POLSKY MOOT COURT COMPETITION FINAL ROUND

Duane Morris LLP Moot Court Room, 4-6 pm

Saturday, October 22, 2011
SYMPOSIUM  

Aging in the US: The Next Civil Rights Movement 
Klein Hall, Room 2B, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
See article this page

calendar of events

AGING IN THE US: THE NEXT
CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT?
Symposium will explore elder law today

A one-day symposium 
Saturday, October 22, 2011
Klein Hall, Room 2B 
8:30 am-5:30 pm

Is it possible—as the
symposium’s keynote speaker
Professor Nina Kohn
suggests—that we all run 
the risk of “outliving” our 
civil rights? Over the next
thirty years, the senior
population of the U.S. will

increase dramatically. The number of individuals aged
65 and older will double, and the number of individuals
aged 85 and older will nearly triple. By 2040, one out 
of every five Americans will be 65 or older.

This one-day symposium, organized by I. Herman
Stern Professor of Law Nancy J. Knauer, will explore
elder law and aging policy from a civil rights perspective
and begin the important task of rethinking equality
across the lifespan. More than twenty leading scholars
and advocates will engage cutting edge public policy
issues regarding health care, guardianships, caregiving,
institutionalized elders, and the special needs of
minority populations. The symposium seeks to move 
the conversation beyond the traditional elder law topics
of estate planning, benefit eligibility, and health care
financing and ask whether it is time for a new civil 
rights movement. 

STUDENT FOR STUDENTS TEAM, FRONT ROW FROM LEFT:  
DIANE AKERMAN ’13, DEAN JOANNE A. EPPS, JULIA MELLE ’13,
KATRINA LIU ’13, ANDREW KELSER ’12, NICHOLAS SOLOMON ’12;
BACK ROW FROM LEFT: DEREK KANE ’13, TIMOTHY RYAN ’13,
JAMES PRICE ’13. MISSING FROM PHOTO: JAMES CLARK ’13,
JOHN-PETER MELLE ’13, AND SARAH COBURN ’11 

continued on page seven

NINA KOHN

TEMPLE ESQ.
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School of Law for alumni and friends.

JOANNE A. EPPS, DEAN

Publications Director: Janet Goldwater
Art Director: Gene Gilroy
Photography: Joseph Labolito, Kelly & Massa, 
Ryan Brandenburg, Janet Goldwater 

Send letters and comments to: 
Janet Goldwater, Temple Esq.  
Temple University James E. Beasley School of Law
1719 N. Broad Street, Room 510
Philadelphia, PA 19122
Email: janet.goldwater@temple.edu                                                                                    
Fax: (215) 204-1185

Change of address: (215) 204-1187

Tuesday, October 25, 2011
PA BAR ADMISSIONS CEREMONY 

Philadelphia City Hall, 4 pm 

Thursday, November 17, 2011
DEAN’S ALUMNI RECEPTION

Boston, MA, 6-8 pm
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